
Protecting children and young people 

from commercial sexual exploitation

ECPAT Child Alert acts to uphold the

fundamental rights for children in Aotearoa

to be free from all forms of 

commercial sexual exploitation. 

ECPAT International is the world's leading
network for addressing the sexual exploitation
of children. Today, we are a growing movement
of over 110 civil society organisations, in over
100 countries, all working towards the same
goal.

CHILD ALERT
ECPAT NZ, known as Child Alert, focuses on
ending exploitation of children and young
people in Aotearoa. We raise public
awareness, engage in law reform and
advocacy, provide specialist training,
community education and conduct research

Find out more about us and how to get
involved at 

www.ecpat.org.nz/
Commercial sexual exploitation:

What everyone needs to know

CSEC is the sexual exploitation of a minor
(anyone under 18 years of age), where money,
goods, protection, and/or emotional support are
being traded in exchange for sexual services. 

Who is affected by it?
Anyone can be targeted, recruited, or groomed
into a sexually exploitative situation. All genders,
cultures and ages can be exploited, but there are
certain things that may increase vulnerability of
certain groups.

This includes young people who have
experienced abuse (particularly sexual abuse),
have runaway or been thrown out of home, are
sleeping rough, are in or have been in child
protection services, involved in gangs, or
involved in the juvenile justice system. 

"Survival Sex"

This is the common term
for the act of trading
sexual services or activity
for basic necessities such
as shelter, clothing, food,
alcohol/drugs, emotional
needs and support, or
protection. 

What does "commercial sexual exploitation" mean? 

@ecpat_childalert

Disclaimer: the following content is
intended for people ages 16 and older.
The information provided is pretty    
   heavy. If you have any concerns, 
        please speak with a trusted adult
             or someone from our team.

Someone who is in

a risky situation, doesn’t

have a good support network,

or has limited

resources, is more

vulnerable to

exploitation. 

@deardiarysociety 



What's "Grooming"?
Grooming happens when an exploiter (usually
someone older) starts a relationship with a young
person (anyone under the age of 18). Usually
they give the younger person things like shelter,
clothing, or even food - basic human needs. The
exploiter often gives affection and protection, or
even gifts in order to buy their trust. Once this
bond has been developed, the exploiter will
force, guilt trip, trick or trap the young person
into involvement in the sex industry.

          A ‘pimp’ can
          be someone who 
           arranges clients for sex-
           workers, but it can also be the             
          name for someone who sexually      
         exploits people.
          Pimps may look like friends or a boyfriend,

       girlfriend, or sexual partner. Sometimes a
      pimp may also be a family member. Did you
                                              know that there are 
                                                  female pimps
                                                       too?  

                                   
                                  I didn't really think I was being 
                      "exploited" at the time. Like I was the
               one taking the photos, so I felt in control of 
          things. I was like "ok weirdo if you want a 
       video of my feet and I never have to meet you 
     and money just shows up in my bank account"
    then great. Easy. But the more we talked
   I didn't really have a reason to say
  "no" to the other things he 
   wanted. Just photos at first
    and some videos, and I 
     didn't really know how 
       to say "no" to that...
         I was only 12 at the
            time.

Forced and manipulated involvement in the sex
industry can happen in strip clubs, massage
parlors, escort services, brothels, but can also
occur within families and relationships, in your
own home, online, or somewhere familiar. 

What is Child Sexual Abuse Material?
CSAM is any online content that depicts a young
person or child in a sexually explicit way. This
can include photos, videos, and live-streaming. 

Legally, the word "Child" means

 ANYONE under the age of 18.

  It can happen on social media, peer-to-peer  
  platforms, and gaming platforms  

Sexualised photos or videos can be used to
blackmail a young person into providing more
photos or videos or live-streaming activities,   
 to meet in person, or into involvement in the    
  sex industry by threatening to share  
        sexualised material to the public. 

The following stories are true. Names have been

changed to protect those who 

shared their stories.

I had an older boyfriend when I was nine years
old. He looked after me better than my family
had. But he used a lot of drugs and when he
had no money for heroine he organised for me
to sell my virginity. I didn't really know what
was happening because it wasn't me getting
the money. He got $600. It became pretty
normal after that. I dunno why I stayed with
him, I didn't really question it. It was just the
way it was for me when I was a kid.

Kiri

I ran away when I was 16 after being abused
at home. I had no money, so she hitchhiked to
Hamilton, but I was sexually abused by the
person I rode with. No one would listen to me.
Hamilton police said take it to Auckland and
the Auckland police told me to go to
Hamilton. Then from there everything went
downhill. I figured I'd been taken advantage
of three times now... so it's not like I had my
virginity anymore. That's when I began selling
sex, because I needed the money. I'd be shit-
scared because I knew I'd be totally at their
mercy.

Amy-Lee

Camille 

When someone's under 18, 

it isn't sex work, 

it's sexual exploitation.


