
No child should be bought,

sold, or used for sex

ECPAT Child Alert works for all

children in Aotearoa to be free from

commercial sexual exploitation

ECPAT Child Alert is the New Zealand
member organisation and focuses on ending
child exploitation in Aotearoa.  We raise
public awareness, engage in policy reform
and advocacy, provide specialist training,
community education and conduct research. What is commercial sexual

exploitation? And online
exploitation?
Who is at risk of being exploited?
What are some red flags that my child
may be vulnerable to exploitation?
Who should I contact if I'm
concerned about child sexual
exploitation in my community? 

What every parent should know

ECPAT International is the world's leading
network for addressing the sexual
exploitation of children. Today, we are a
growing movement of over 110 civil society
organisations, in over 100 countries, all
working towards the same goal.

CHILD ALERT

Yes, it happens in New Zealand

It's easy to think of child trafficking as
something that happens overseas - that
people are 'taken' or kidnapped and then
trafficked, like in the movies. While it does
happen that way occasionally, that isn't at
all how trafficking usually looks in New
Zealand. 

In New Zealand, domestic trafficking is
more common, and most traffickers are
already known to the young victims. They
are often a family member, romantic
partner, or friend.

Child trafficking is more likely to impact
Kiwi kids while they are right here, in their
own community. 

Find out more at
www.ecpat.org.nz/



Common Vulnerabilities 
Experiences of child abuse
(especially sexual abuse)

Sex trafficking can be international or
domestic - The victims do not need to cross
borders, they don't even need to be transported
between cities. Often sex trafficking can look
very similar to other types of sexual abuse, but
there may be money or goods changing hands,
or a third party involved.

In the majority of reported cases it is girls
who are more likely to be sexually exploited,
HOWEVER boys often experience the most
extreme forms of sexual exploitation. All
genders can be at risk of sexual exploitation
and our efforts to address this abuse need to
be inclusive. 

Young people who are already marginalised
by their community and are isolated from
home or school, are more vulnerable to
exploitation. This can include young people
who are marginalised due to sexual
orientation or gender identity.

This refers to the sexual exploitation of a person
under 18 years old, where they are forced or
deceived into sexual activity with a commercial
aspect, so someone is making a profit.  

 Commercialised Sexual Exploitation of Children

Commercial Sexual Abuse Material 
This is content that depicts sexually explicit
activity involving a person under the age of 18.
This can include photos, videos, computer-
generated images that are indistinguishable
from a child, and live-streaming.  This type of
abuse increasingly happens online.

Domestic Trafficking 

"Survival Sex" 

Definitions of commonly used terms 

This is the trading of sexual services for basic
needs such as food, clothing, a place to sleep
or even live. For someone who is under 18, this
is ALWAYS considered to be exploitative.

Who might 

 become a victim? 
Anyone, regardless of

social, cultural, or 
economic backgrounds,

can be at risk. Some
factors increase that risk. 

Girls vs Boys 

L G B T Q I A +

What to look for 

Sudden change in appearance;
Withdrawn from regular activities,
school, and their usual friends;

Reference to a new friend or friends,
particularly a friend that may be older; 

Protective about new relationships and hesitant
to introduce their new friends to their family or  
 to their existing friends;
Clothing or expensive gifts (jewellery, cell
phone) that they otherwise could not afford;

Secrecy around who they are seeing 
            and where they are going;  

Multiple reports of
running away.  

Carrying excessive amounts of condoms,
sexual aids, and money; Paying with cash; 

Secrecy around internet use and    
           cellphone or personal device use; 

Hyper-sexualised behaviour

Involvement in the child
welfare system
Sexual orientation
Gender identity
Mental health
Substance use
Intellectual ability
Homelessness
Poverty
Gender

Race
Age


